All classes at Heathwood begin the day with devotions. All of the following prayers are
from The Book of Common Prayer.

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY (to be read each day)

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A COLLECT FOR THE RENEWAL OF LIFE (Monday)

O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow
of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep
your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with
cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR PEACE (Tuesday)

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve
you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies;
that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries;
through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR GRACE (Wednesday)

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new
day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome
by any adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR GUIDANCE (Thursday)

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being; We humbly pray you so
to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A COLLECT FOR FRIDAYS

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the
way of the cross, may find it none other then the way of life and peace; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord. Amen.



Collect for Episcopal Schools

God of knowledge and wisdom, we pray to you for all the schools across the country and
the world that are part of the Episcopal Church. We remember them in their variety and
in their differences and in what they share. Give us open doors, open minds and open
hearts that we might accept, learn and love everything and everyone whom you have
given us. Help us to share our lives and what we have and to learn from all those who are
in school with us. We pray in the name of Jesus who opened his arms to young and old.
Amen.

FOR JOY IN GOD’S CREATION

O heavenly Father, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your
gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to
serve you with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR OUR COUNTRY

Almighty God, who has given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech you
that we may always prove ourselves a people mindful of your favor and glad to do your
will. Bless our land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us
from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil
way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought here
out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those to whom in
your Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may be justice and peace at
home, and that, through obedience to your law, we may show forth your praise among the
nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the
day of trouble, suffer not our trust in you to fail; all this we ask through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart that
barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our
divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

FOR SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES

O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities, and especially Heathwood
Hall Episcopal School, that they may be lively centers for sound learning, new discovery,
and the pursuit of wisdom; and grant that those who teach and those who learn may find
you to be the source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S CREATION

Almighty and everlasting God, you made the universe with all its marvelous order, its
atoms, worlds, and galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as
we probe the mysteries of your creation, we may come to know you more truly, and more



surely fulfill our role in your eternal purpose; in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

A PRAYER OF SELF-DEDICATION

Almighty and eternal God, so draw our hearts to you, so guide our minds, so fill our
imaginations, so control our wills, that we may be wholly yours, utterly dedicated to you;
and then use us, we pray, as you will, and always to your glory and the welfare of your
people; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO SAINT FRANCIS

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where
there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where
there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant
that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to
understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning
that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.

FOR THE DIVERSITY OF RACES AND CULTURES

O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity
of races and cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of
fellowship, and show us your presence in those who differ most from us, until our
knowledge or your love is made perfect in our love for all your children; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

FOR THE BEAUTY OF THE EARTH

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; for the
richness of mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of
flowers. We praise you for these good gifts, and pray that we may safeguard them for
our posterity. Grant that we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your
abundant creation, to the honor and glory of your Name, now and forever. Amen.



