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SCHOOL OF INVENTION?

Heathwood students win back-to-back top honors in national invention contest

COLUMBIA — For the second consecutive year, the US Patent
Model Foundation has tapped a student at Heathwood Hall
Episcopal School as the nation’s top inventor in her grade.

Tay Davant, a fifth-grader at Heathwood Hall, earned Fourth
Grade First Place in the 2006 INVENT AMERICA! Student
Invention Competition for the Firefly, a hearing aid she invented
last spring that lights up like its namesake whenever it is
removed or falls out, allowing the wearer to more easily locate it.

“My grandmother wears hearing aids, takes them out a lot and
sometimes has trouble finding them again,” said Tay. “I thought
it might help her if they had a little light in them that would flash
when they weren'’t in her ear so she could see them. That's why

Tay Davant displays the Firefly, the
hearing aid she invented last spring that
flashes to help wearers find it. | invented the Firefly.”

Tay’s award follows on the heels of last year’s fourth grade national winner, Heathwood's Gabriel
Brandner. Last year, Gabriel won the same award for his invention — the Tsunami Warning System.
The special tracking device was designed to utilize satellites and capitalize on certain animals’ ability to
sense approaching Tsunamis, warning people in advance to move to higher ground to escape the killer
tidal waves.

Heathwood has participated in INVENT AMERICA! for 8 years. Current senior Adam Walker won the
school’s first competition and received a national honorable mention for his moving fishing lure. With
back-to-back national winners and a national honoree in so short a time span, does Heathwood plan to
change its name soon to the School of Invention? “We like the Heathwood name just fine,” laughs Mary
Ann Hoffman, who as head of Heathwood’s Lower School served as principal for all three honorees.
“We've been blessed with some very talented children. What we strive to do is nurture the creativity in
each of them and help them develop the ability to solve very challenging problems by using critical
thinking skills. Tay proved again this year that this educational approach can produce exciting results.”

For her outstanding accomplishment, Tay will receive a $1,000 U.S. Savings Bond and award certificate.
She is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Thomas S. Davant VI of Columbia. Founded in 1951, Heathwood Hall
offers the Midlands’ premier college preparatory program, worship and spiritual life for students, and a
staff dedicated to knowing and teaching each child as an individual. The school currently serves some 880
students in pre-kindergarten through 12" grade.



