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PASSION, RESOURCEFULNESS EARN MORRIS TOP TEACHING HONOR 
SCISA Teacher of the Year award goes to Heathwood faculty in 6 out of past 7 years 
 

ORANGEBURG — Jim Morris’s fundraising 

ideas and genuine passion for teaching, 

education and working with young people were 

rewarded in April when the SC Independent 

School Association named the high school 

science teacher their 2007 Upper School 

Teacher of the Year.  

 

A graduate of West Virginia University, Morris 

has taught high school science at Heathwood for 

10 years.  His biology, senior honors biology and 

Advanced Placement (AP) biology classes have 

developed a reputation as some of the most 

challenging science courses offered at 

Heathwood, but Morris also has impressed his 

students as one of the program’s most 

supportive and encouraging teachers.  And when the science department wants to raise 

funds for special projects, equipment or other needs, Morris is their go-to guy. His unique 

fundraisers have included repairing and re-selling donated computers, and launching a 

biology babysitting program in the school’s Robert Clark Greenhouse that charges 

families a flat fee to feed and water their house plants during the winter months. The 

dollars raised have benefited every science student in Heathwood’s Upper School. 

 

“Jim has made us all proud,” said Steve Hickman, Head of School. “He has said that he 

was honored and humbled to be singled out for this award. I can tell you that I am 

honored and humbled to be his colleague.” 

 

Morris’s honor continues an unprecedented streak of success in the contest for the 

Heathwood faculty. Since the school began nominating teachers for the SCISA award in 

2000, at least one Heathwood teacher each year has been named a finalist and a 

Heathwood teacher was named Teacher of the Year in six out of seven years. 

 


