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Wieland honored with chemistry Distinguished Servic e Award
COLUMBIA — Upper School chemistry teacher Sondra
Wieland has received the 2007 Distinguished Service
Award from the SC Section of the American Chemical
Society. The organization honored Wieland April 19 at their
annual banquet. She is only the sixth person to be recognized
with the award in the 60-year history of the Section.

“For nearly two decades, Sondra has continually taught
students and mentored other teachers to a better
understanding of chemistry in particular and science in general,”
wrote E. Ray McAfee, SCACS Chairman. “She has always
sought new ways and approaches to learning so that students
are able to acquire that critical thinking mentally that is so
necessary in today’s world.”

Sondra Wieland works with a In granting the award, the group shared an impressive and

Heathwood student in chemistry class. extensive list of Wieland’s contributions since 1989 to science
literacy in SC and the nation. Among the many
accomplishments on the list, Wieland:

Presented 50 papers and workshops at state, regional, national and international conferences
Organized, coordinated and trained 90 middle and high school teachers to do chemical
demonstrations in four statewide workshops, impacting more than 35,000 K-12 students during
National Chemistry Week.

Initiated the first Governor's Proclamation of SC Chemistry Week.

Organized workshops and training in 2005 and 2006 for chemistry master teachers leading to National
Chemistry Week demonstrations at shopping malls and EdVenture

Coordinated the first National Chemistry Week Poster Contest in SC, which was cited by the American
Chemical Society as the best program involving elementary students

Started the first CHEMISTREE project in SC, which engages students in making Christmas
ornaments from common and ordinary objects and then labeling them with their atomic components

This latest honor for Wieland follows an impressive list of prior ones, including the SC Academy of Science
Teacher of the Year, two-time recipient of the Regional Presidential Award, Chemistry Teachers Association
Chemistry Teacher of the Year, Tandy Scholar, Sigma Xi Science/Math Teacher of the Year, and the ACS
Southeast Regional Chemistry Teacher of the Year.

“We are delighted that Sondra has been recognized with this award for her service to science education,” said
Steve Hickman, Head of School. “Itis an inspiration to have such a dedicated teacher on our school’s faculty
and a privilege to work with her.”



